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REVEL, XIX. 10. 


And I fell at bis feet to worſhip him, and 
be ſaid unto me, See thou do it not : 1 
am thy fellow Servant, and of thy Bre- 
tbren,that bave the T eftimony of Feſus : 
Worſhip God, 


For the Teſtimony of Feſus 38 the Spi- 
rit of Prophecy. 
MM Hether St. John here was through Joy 


2 tranſported into too ſubmiſs a Reve- 
© rence; or, he miſtook the Perſon-for 


WW 
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_ propriate to Divine Worſhip; then it reads us this Le- 
ure, That on the one hand, Bodsly Adoration 1s-within 
the liſt of Divine Worſhip, -and.neceſſarily due by the 
Commandment, Wor/hip God; and on the other hand, 
to transfer it to Saints or Angels 1s Sacrilegious. and Ido- 
latrous, See thou do it nof. Now what bodily geſtures 
are appropriate to Divine ,Worſhip, muſt. aot bormeg: 
ure 
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ſured from the geſtures themſelves, (for one may fall at 
the feet of their Superiour without a crime, as A4:gail 


tended. 


latryin the Church of Rome, where, if the Fhoft be not 
miſtaken:, the Senſe of Mankind. muſf';. and. if all the 
Canoniz'd Saints be truly, what they are efteemed, yer 
doubtleſs no better than the Angertin-the'Text. Neither 


in this of the Apoſtle and the Angel here, 


all. Burris the importance of the laſt\words I deſign 
to conſider, 


For the Teſtimony of "Jeſus is thr Spirit of Prophecy. 


Which»swords\ are's reaſon,. why' the” Ange} was the A- 
poſtles fellow Servant, tc. For whoſoever by the Spirir 
of Prophecy revealed the Divine will, was: concerned in 
the conftnon Tefimony of Feſus ; becauſe all. Prophecy 
(truly foicalled)' had eſms and-his Intereſts for its-grand 
SubjeM; therefore whoſoever was employed: "_—_ , 
whether 


15am 25.24 did to David, ) but from the circumſtances of Cuſto-- |: 
mary time, place,-and matter in hand; as when they are | 

tendred upon an Holy-day, in a Temple or Oratory, and | 

when Religion, Prayer, and Devotion, is the matter pre- 


: F. 
& ® XL - 
AS of has. * 

> WE 41 oy ' Ki O - 
GT IDS _ : y Wo ' 
TN” 4 Sermon preached 

6 it 

% : " Wyn gee ade Ae air Rs ; "_ « > otro wy pu : 

_— "yy 


v5 
» 


$4 
3 
(48! 
1.5 


- But.if the Crime the Apoſtle was here incurring, was 
through miſtake of the perſon, thinking him to be Chriſt ; -' 
Thenuitusreadsthis Lecture , Fhatibvdily adoration in- | 
tended Rights, but miſtaken mm the objet? # yet peccant | 
againf?'the'Commundment of Worſhip. And' both theſe ; 
would affright a conſiderative mindat- the perl-of 1Jo- 


will thediſtin&tion of race andad]pcte ſalve the Crime ob- | | 
zeded in this latter caſe, ſeeing there was no room for it | 


For why. could'not this Angel trave applied the diſtin- 
ion to ſalve the:breach of. the Commandmentr,. as-well. | 
asthe Anpelical Dodtor can 7 Butthar when\the Cironm- 
ſtances ſpeak: Religion, there is indeed/no"diftineticn art; | | 


4 Fo HRC EAA Gon? SF Dena 


<9 HERA AS Os CP I, 


LMI 


before the Lord Mayor. 3 

whether Angel to Man, or one Man to another ; whe- 
ther betore or after the exhibition of Jeſus, were (as to 
that employment) fel/ow Servants, and had the Teſi;- 
mony of Jeſus : though ſubpzna'd toit, as Balaam was, 
by that Power that could give the man the Spirit of Pro- 
pheey, as well as his Aſs the Gift of Speaking. And ſo Numb.24.2. 
much -may ſerveito account for the words, as they are a P 
reaſon why.the Angel was the Apolſltle's fellow Servant, 
and of his Brethren, I ſhall now. conſider them as a 
diſtin& propoſition ; The Teſtimony of Jeſus # the Spirit 
of Prophecy ; which in logical order ts to be placed thus, 
The Spirit of Prophecy ts the, Teſtimony of Jeſus. _ 

' Not diſcuſſing the variety/ either the word Prophecy ager Chries 
or Teſt;mony may admit in their ſignifications elſewhere, Exhibirion,the 
I ſhall take them here (as I judge they ought.to be) in f70pherical 


. & - lighe ſhone 
their moſt obvious and primary ſenſe, clearer, even 
5 £5 | ro diſcover the 
obſcuriry-of its ormer ſhades: fo thar in-this ilnſtration cf the ſormer ancient Prophets, 


did the latter Sphit,of Prophecy very much confiſt 3 and hence in Apoſtolical days to Propiycy, 
is to explain the intended or Evangelical meaning of the Old Teftamenr. 1 Cor. 14. 1,2,3,4,5 
13,19,06. hence the phraſe, Ziberty of Prophicying,&c. 


A Teflimony is a declarative proof to make good his 
cauſe for whom it is produc'd. 4 
Prophecy moſt properly implies two things ; Firſt, Re- 
vel ation of the Divine will or mind; and, Secondly, 
Prediftion; which latter is annex'd to the former, as a 
ſign or rational evidence of the Truth and Divinity of 
the Revelation : For God offers no Revelation to Man- 
kind, but upon grounds of rational ſatisfaRion that it 1s 
from himſelf, z.e. under ſome convidive Characters of 
Divinity and Truth. | 
Now Predif1:on is this Character annex'd to. the Re- 
velation:as a-Seal for humane Satisfaction, that 'tis Di- 
vine, or from God himſelf, This being a preſumptive 
Rule with Humane Nature , F hat what Godg Janes 36 
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ture not neceſlary in their cauſes. 


Exod.1.16, © Thus, that Pharaoh ſhould let 1/rael go, was the Res 


17,18,%Cc. 


tKin.22.25, ProVe the Revelation from God, Therefore his Wonders 
28. are called Signs; not_only becauſe Wonders or Mira 

"#4 nel cles (for all Prophetical Signs were not ſo, ) but becauſe 
=D preſignitied ; and therein, when fulfilled, Significators of 
Divinity 1n the Revelation. ty 


Secing then, that the Revelation (which I conceive: 


15 alwaies a Precept or Prohibition , with Promiſes cr 
Threatnings annext) in its acceptance with men depengs 
upon Prediction, as the Commiſſion doth upon the Sea]. 
The Spirit of Prophecy, is moſt properly the Spirit c 

Preaittion ; or that Spirit which can confirm the Re- 
velation by foreteling Futurities of a contingent naturs, 
;.e. things only within the ſphere of Omniſcience. For 
I judge the weight of this Text lies here, and not in the 
abſtract notion of Revelation, as the late Tra# upon it 
ſeems to apprehend. i 


And this being premiſed.for the ſenſe I take the words 
in, every word in the Propoſition ſeems pregnant with|a 
peculiar Obſervation , which I .ſhall offer you in theſe 
Three Particulars, LOS a | 

Firſt, The Spirit of Prophecy is the Teſt;mony of Je-+ 
ſas, 4.8; his, and none beſide. [i 

Secondly, *Tis not the Perſon employed , Man or Ay- 
gel, upon whom the validity of this Teſtimony depends; 
bur "tis, The Spirit of Prophecy. q 


indubitably true, and what he commands ought inſtantly' 
to be obeyed: (And *tis upon theſe grounds of Natures 
allowance that all divine Revelation is founded ;) But 
that which convictively proves the Word or Revelation 
to be Divine, is the determinate prediction of things fu- 


velation; and that Moſes would at ſuch a time work ſuch 
a Wonder, was the Predi7:on, i, e. the Sign given to, 


Thirdly, 


XE 
= I IRAL 


q 


: before the Lord Mayor. 'S | 


Thirdly, That primarily and above all others , the 
Spirit of Prophecy is, The Teſtimony. | 

This laſt, becauſe little conſidered by any, that I have 
ſeen, or not ſo much as the Argument in my apprehen» 
fion deſerves, is that I mainly intend ; and therefore 
without occurring toall the Objections I foreſee in the 
two former, I ſhall diſpatch them briefly.- 


EMO ory 


Firſt, The Spirit of Prophecy is the Teſtimony of Je- 
By ſus : ſopeculiarly his, that it never was produced to abet 
l any cauſe or intereſt, but his, and what related to it. 

; The firſt time-the Spirit of Prophecy appeared. in the 
World, was in the concerns of Jeſus; to foretel his com- 
ing, and his undertakings, The Seed of the Woman ſball 
| break the Serpents head, Gen.3.15. "I'Y 

"Tis true, the Divine Spirit 0 al reduc'd the Crea- 

tion into order, when it 9y0ved, or brooded upon the Gen.1.2: 

face of the Waters, and-as that word imports, hatch'd 
the World into a lively form ; but this it did as a Sp:rit 

of Power, not as a Spirit of Prophecy. 

When it exerted it ſelf as a Spirit, of Prophecy , from 

firſt to laſt it treated ſolely of Jeſus and his Intereſts, 

ſuch as were either antecedently, concomitantly, or con- 
ſequently relating to his exhibition and undertakings: as 
all things relating to his Churchin all Ages, or its Ene- 
mies, were; as tn Zgypts caſe, the Nations , the four 


 Monarchies. - 

Whether this Spirit ſtept abroad into the Heathen 
World; as in the Bualamitick, and Sybill;ne; or it con- 
fin'd it ſelf, as generally, to the Patiriarchal and Tſrae- 
litiſh part, as in the Prophetical Oracles ; its chief Er- 
rand was, to give Teſtimony to Feſus , and mentioned 
other matters (as Cyrus, the Nations, the four Monar- 
chies) for the connexions ſake of him and his Church ? 


The 
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Gen: 20. 


much ſhort of the Spirit of Prophecy. For, 


_ (as Sarahs did ) ſhould be vouchſafed the honour of ::. 


preſaging faculty of Angels, whether g00Q of bad ; 13 | 


Prophecy. Firſt, ' In. the certainty of their toreſight. * 
-Secondly, In the d:/{ance of the things fore-ſeen. For | : 
defect in Certarnty, the moſt renowned Heathen Oracles | i 


The-grand ObjeQtion (that I here foreſee , is-that of | 
the Heathen Divinations, in matters where Feſus or his | 
Intereſts were unconcerned; but ſure, would the limits : 
of this Diſcourſe permit; they nught all-be ſhewed to fall 


- FRE SoLF 2 
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Firſt, Premonitions by Dreams, either in thefirſt Ages 
or our own, (which I will not abſolutely rejec,) I e- . 
ſteem noother, than the Preventive acts of a gracious || 
Providence; the like to which may by 'wiſe-men be ob- |: 


ſerved in other various Inſtances of common lite , which | 
naturally awaken the Mind to caution and reflection ; | 

but will not amount'to;the Spi#it of Prophecy: orelſe, | 

if ever they aroſe to-the'dignity of that title, it will 'be - 
found'they were in order to \the Teſlimony of Jeſus ; as 
Abimelechs might be:ſhewed to be :: for I can never 
think that any other cauſes, beſides what related to him, ;' 


ſodivine a Teſtimony. Tſa7.41. 21, ©c.. Chap. 43. 9. and | 
Chap. 44-7.24,Sc. ' | nl. 

Secondly, Humane prudence may conjeQure,and ſome» | 
times, hitit ; it cannot certarnly forezet future Contin- || 
encies without this Spirit. Ir 
Thirdly, Angelicab Sagacity may with great proba- |. 
biltty: foreſee Contingencies near at hand; when once | 
coneeived, and animated inthe womb of Second cauſes ;- | 
(as the iſſue of a Battel, , or a cauſe m_—_— :) but this 


« 
” : 


ever defectivein twoproperties requiſite to the Spirit of k 


were generally ambiguous , thereby to ſalve their Repus- |. 
tation, be the event what it would. And for defect in || 
Diſtance they were:ſeldom :I_ think, or never conſulted, | 
but about the ſucceſs of a Actions already oa the Wheel, | 

| OT [i#} 
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or prepared for: And I ſuppoſe theſe two Conſiderations 
may help us ts account for al{ the arts of Heathen Divi-- 
nation ; for why might not'a'prudent' man,” that under». 
ood: the temper and intereſt of both/ Armies have ſatif- 
fied young Pompey the night before: the Pharſalranheld, : 
as well as the Witch of Theſſaly by her familiar Damon? £#an- th.6; 
eſpecially if acquainted with Daniels Prophecy (as no 
doubt the:Devils were) concerning the Fourth Monarchy, 
which now call'd for its proper head in Czfar, and was 
inconſiſtent longer under Pompey's Cauſe, 7z.e. the Se- 
nates. | 

Fourthly, How far ſoever into the futurethe Cont#7- 

vances of Men'or Angels may ſucceed without this Spier. 
rit of Prophecy, yerin all ſuch matters two-things are” 
obſervable : Firſt, That the laſt reſults.of ſuch. plots. and 
contrivances, proved ever ſofnething beſide, it not-con-" 
trary , to the-igrand intendment 'ot [the, Ptojefor.; of  - 
which, inftances in-all polirick Geſts recorded,.aromnms..;; 
merable.' Secondly; The moſtprojeing' Politician, abs 
ſracting from this Spirit, ever found ſome link in the 
Chain of his Centrivarices broken ;' 'whichi he: was forced 
to picce up anew;as- the circumftanees of his affairs would 

ermit. * '- ol fot IG CL anveo} bs ninthund 16: 
F Andtolet all men fee," that only: the-Alkſreing' Coun- 
cels of God ſhall'ſtangd,” all' other Confults even at. their _ 
height have fallen, as in the' Four Monarchies;- whereof, 
the beſt account that carr be giver! is; that rhe' urrnoſt' communica; 


by 


created Foreſight'is ſhort and-defe@ible, and therefore onthe World 
| enjoyed by. 


the beſt laid Projeds ſubjeA to defeat. ab 
Whereas the unerring $pirrt of * Prophecy, is both cr oneMonarchy, 
14ij1n; and extended'to the'moſt drftam tuturity': fo that it did extreamly 
has deterrhinately foretold (ex.gr.) the riſe and fall' of > weapon 
the Four Mohatchies , that ſoit might make * way for pagation; and, 
Jeſusafid his-everlaſting Kingdom. © Oo 
Fourth Monarchy, did-in all reaſon oblige it to ſubmiſſion, a3 rothe Ordinance of Heaven. 


Laſtly, 
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| norins and Extychianne. Whether ir was 0r4- , 2, contingency ; becauſe nothing 
 enlum demonum aut fignentum bomenun , he immapinable could have bruiſed the 
- aſſures us not. T | f oa 
on ſome Opinions of "the 


»- ans,concerning anon ift's appcaran 
how xe gt it fail'd, St-4 Wa ae 
- that in the very year Gaudentins and 7ovzus ' ork ho 
- overthrew the Tempſer of) theflcathen gods. Maokind ſo effectually as this ;, by 
* in Cartbagez In terra renin Mgs confronting, a teſtimony for Anti- 
© 1 5,9 Soi 7 PII FB Ang chriſt out of the Heathen Oracles, 


fade, poſtquam tam tomplito radem' anuorum th- ; | 
nes Panſghg vena \De Ci- as good as- that for: Chriſt out of- 


- himſelf int6 


Laſtly, {what looks with the face of the moſt difficule. 


ObjeQion, )the Oracles and-Divinations of the Heathen ; 
- (for ſhall ſay nothing of our Aſtrological vanity,)wers, 


M0 


apparently ated by the Sophiſtry of evil, Men or Angels, 


aud were as far below the Spirit of Prophecy, as Lieger- 


du-main is of working of Miracles. 


- And that the Prince of Devils, though ſo ambitious to 


be like God, could never reach the Spirit of Prophecy, 


' this to me is a demonſtration,. viz, That tn the daies of 


hs celebrated Oracles (when it was propereſt,) he has 


ot foretold the coming of ſome ſuc-- 
The boldeſt attempt ina determinate Pre- - yy Ant ichr Z [tran Power ( a4 © 


the Papal or .Mahometan ) under 
. the Charatter. of a divine Inflitu- 
tion. For certainly this. he would 
have done, had not the ability of 
his own Spirit fail'd.bim, both as to 
the cer/arnty and-diiFance of ſuch 


By" £ ded | | 
To Soi: heel of the Womans Seed ſo dan- 


try, and ſtaggar'd the Faith-of 


_ the. Old. ,Teſtament ' Prophecies. 


to club to.perfet the Impoſture : or elſe, to transform 


t2.20 Angel © 
chief the ChifMian C 
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z/bur geroutly, confirmed Gente Idolas . 


in 1 _ And therefore .alÞthat the Serpent. - 
can do inthis matters, -to play the after-game as ſubrilly 

. as may be, and inſpire Mahomet when he finds him En- 
thuſiaſtick and amongſt a People fit for deluſion . and fo. 


t Light ; (the only way to-miſ- 
ch) as the Biſhop of Rome doth . 
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himſelf into the Carholick, or a Jeſuit himſelf, into a Chri- 


tian; ora Cater himſelf into-a man of Perfection. 
 Andbecau 

in Heathen Divination, I ſhall in-general only ſay , that 
who ſo aſſirms any other than the Divine, can be the 


Spirit of Prophecy , ſeems to ſuffrage. with them thar 


blaſphemed againſt him; in leaving no diſtintive Cha- 
racer to diſcern the Holy Spirit by, and ſo may aſcribe 
to Beelzebub what is the Divine Spirit's prerogative ! 
And I call this of Prediction the Divine Spirit's prero« 
gative, becauſe God in the Prophet 'puts all other Divie 
ners upon this Teſt, 7/a.41, 21, 9c, Produce your cauſe, 
{aiththe Lord, Bring forth your trong reaſons, ſaith the. 


King of Jacob., Lei thembring them forth, and ſhew us. See 1147-34» + 
what ſhall happen; let them ſhew the former things. 


what they be, that we may conſider 'em, and know the 
latter end of them, or declare us things for to come. 
Shew the things that are tocome hereafter, that we may 


| know that ye are gods, 


Allowing then, that the ſphere of Jeſws's Intereſts, is 
as large as the concerns of his Churches in all Ages ; the 
Prophecies of Ezoch, Noah, Jacob,and Others, before hig 
Incarnation ; or of Agabus, St,John, and Others after it, 
make no Objection againſt this Truth, That the Spirit of 


Prophecy is. the Teſtimony-of Feſws,. and nones elſe. :.:fo : 


that no cauſe diſtin or oppoſite to his-canproduce-it ; all 


divine Revelation centring in him; {o which give all the AR.10.4. 


Prophets "witneſs : "tis therefore called the Spirit. of 
Chriit in the Prophets, x Pet.1. 11. and 'ris obſervable, 


when this Divine Spirit was to convince-ihe World of Sin 


both true and falſe, I mean both Jewih and Heather, a818.16,19. 


which might be made uſe of in oppoſition to the Goſpel, 


And that's my firſt Obſervation, 'Tis the. Teſtimony of 


Jeſus, i.e. peculiarly,and nones elſe, 5 
| | Second- 


e I may not ſcan every objected Inſtance 
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_ © Secondly, "Tis not the Perſon _—_—_ Man or Ani 
gel, on whom the validity- of this Teſtimony depends: 


but *tis The Spirit of Prophecy: not only as revealing 
God's mind; but as predicting to confirm the Revelation; - 


7.e. *tis the Teſtimony of OwniſcientVeracity, or of the 


prime Verity ; for nothing can furniſh out the Spirrr if 


Prophecy, but a Science, and Truth that is indefeQible 


2nd infinite, '(Forithe account of cerfarrmty in the Divire 


Preſcience, as to Contingencies, and the products of L.- 
berty, muſt not be reſolv'd into the Decree, as if Gyd 
certainly foreknew thiswould be the produ@ of Libert 

therefore, beeauſe he decreed it, for the Decree makes all 
Contingencies equally poſſible, - unleſs we introduce Fata- 


- ity." Bur the certainty of Preſciexce 'muſt be reſolved 
ſolely into the Infinity of Science. There is no ſearching 


of his underſianding. 1ſa.qo.28.) © | 

So then, whether it be Man or Angel that's ated by the 
Spirit of Prophecy ;- whether Moſes or Balaam, Simeon 
or Caiphas, it matters not ! (contrary to Marimonides's 
Rules about Qualifications, ) the Teſtimony is the Spirits 
of Prophecy, the atteſtation tothe Revelation is made 


bythe Pr ime Verity, ar the foree lies in the -prefum-. 


ptive truth of NetureWooncefſion. What God ſays is 

iris, or as St. Johu exprefſes it, If wwe recerve the wit- 
* Thus the Sun eſs of me", the wWitneſFof God is greater. 'x Joh.5,9. - 
evidenceth 1t ot ; _ | | 1 - 
5 pry mens hy For.all things inf rhe World are' true, or falſe, 'as they 
Vehr; and all haye,or want the Teſtimony of the*Prime Verity; whe- 
wy + mg ther that Peri record its Teſtimony -in the fettled Laws 
ioftreion of 2nd Volumes of Nature ; upon which the ſtudy of Phi- 
Light ir lends tofophy Jall Secular knowledge depends : or 1h 'the 


- them, either prefcripts of Revelation, called for diſtintions ſake Su- 


fient! | > =. | 
way ogy Ai, % pernatural knowledge, 1,e. thereforethis or that Know- 


permanently Jedge 15 7Yue inf the nature of things , &ecanſe their cauſes 

a. coſome bre- 2nd effects are'apprehended as the firſt Cauſe, and the 
us Stones: Do « . w.4 _ s 4. 

&c. Divine Truth did conſtitute them. And fo in Revelation: 


this 


; 
2 
F 
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this or that created Knowledge-and Judgment is trws , or 
falſe, which apprehends it according to the word and 
meaniog, of the firſt Reyealer, or-otherwile. | 

 Welfee this in Humane affairs, where the grand deci- 
ſion of Truth depends entirely upon an Oath; and ihere- 
fore upon an Oath, #ecauſe an Qath # the atteſtation, or 
appeal to the Prime Verity; which Teſtimony upon 
Oath being ever eſteemed moſt Sacred- (till the Licen- 
tious and Atheiſtical prophaneneſs of our Swearing Age 
eflayed to unhallow, and make it common,) Therefore it 
mult follow , That whatever # atteſied by the Prime Ves 
rity zt{elf, is true without any other, or againſt any 0» 


ther. contrary Eyidence, (and 'tis this that, renders the 


Faith of Chriſtian Myſteries reaſonable.); Now the De- 
clarations or Revelations of the Spirit of Prophecy, Selt- 
evidently appear to proceed from the Prime Ver;ty, be- 
cauſe no knowledge but the Divine and Infinzie, can 
reach the Spirit of Prophecy, z. e. can. confirm Revela- 
tion, by certain Prediction. 

Andif I miſtake not,this wounds the Leviathan,who 
has taken his. paſtime in thefe waters of the- Sanctuary, 
and may ſhew him that Divine Faith may, and ought to 
be reſolved into D;vine Truth, that ſo its certainty might 
be ſtedfaſt, as any knowledge-in the World ; for who- 
ſoever may dre) be to this Faith, its relyance "muſt be 
upon D:viniy itfelt:; and happy were it, would men 
conſider the grounds of their Faith , - that they might 
with the Apoſtle amidſt all the oppoſitians of the World 
ſtand firm, with a Newveriheleſs. 1 amnot alhamed, for T 
know whom TÞ have believed. © | 

And that Mankind might have rational and ſatisfacto- 
ry grounds for Faith in Jeſus. The Divize Spivit which 


Spirit of Omnipotency (in Aracles,) and of Omnitci- 
ence (1n Prophecy,) to the end Men- might belieye the 
. C 3. great 


2 Tim. 1.12. 


ever gave Teſtimony to him, exerted it ſelf both asa _ 


_—_ ns; - woORTY i —— 
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_ great concerns of Revelation, upon: the demonſiraiive 
grounds of- Divine perfettion. LESS on OM 

| - This I raketo be St. P.m/'s meaning, when he ſays, 
 £Cor2:1-44 Ay preathing was not with enticing words of man's 
wiſdom, but in Demonſtration of the Spirit, and of 

power, i.e, of Miracles wrought by the $pirit of Omni-. 

potency', and of Demonſiratrve conviction out of the 

Prophets, who appear to have been aCted by the Spiri7 

of Onmiſcience and Truth itſelf, by the Events aniwer- 

Verſe 5. ing their PrediQtions : That your Faith (faies he) ſhould - 

not ſland in the wiſdom of men, (either the Authority of 

the Gvil State, with the Leviathan; or ſtrong Proba- 

#r Te); ab» b3lity; with Others:) but in the-Power of God, i.e. in 

534 dhe the Divinity itſelf; 'which,” when it gives Teſtimony, 
Natural light unqueſtionably concludes it 7rwe, "Mt. 

— Andif it be demanded,” which way the Apoſtle made 

his Demonſtrations im the Spirit, I 23 you hetells ns, 

V.-1 30 Cece in the words which man's wiſdom 


teacheth (1.e. according to the ſtudied Rules of Arts row 
in Greece, ) but which the Holy: Ghoſt teacheth:, Com- 
paring ſpiritual things with ſpiritual, (i.e. comparing 
the Doctrine and Franſations of the New Teſtament 
with the Prophecies of the O74: and hereby the Faith 
of Jeſs is Demonſtrated to be Divine , becauſe atreſted 
by the Spirit of Prophecy ,. for in the 9th verſe he had 
quoted the Prophet Tſaiah ; and fo in all his preaching - 
(as As 17.2,3. and for ſtudying this Demornſlration,, or 

comparing the New Teſtament with the Old, the Bere- 
ans are fo much commended , v. 11. ) and nothing is 
plainer, than that allthe Evangeliſts, and Apoſtles, and. 
even Chriſt himfelf did thus: argue or convince out of 
the Old Teſtzment Prophets : The force therefore of the 
Teſtimony depends ſolely upon the Spirit of Prophecy: 
or that *ris the Teſtimony of the Prime and Omniſcient 


Verity, 
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TI muſt not ſtay to clear my hand-of the TraFatus 
Theologico-politicus, who has reſolv'd the Spirit of Pro- 
»hecy, not as St. Peter did, into being Moved by the Holy 
| Ghoſt, 2 Pet,1.21. but into the Crafts of the Imaginative 
faculty ; that ſo you may know him the Firſt-born of the 
Leviathan, and by their Hypotheſes, whoſe Scholars Tai.p.7,&c. 
þ both were, even his who reſolv'd the Creation of the 
Univerſe into the fortuitous concurs of Atoms. 
| Neither may I reflect upon that Moral Probability, 
which ſome ſcem to think a ſufficient foundation for 
Faith, further than to ſay, That matters reveal'd and 
confirm'd by the Spirit of Prophecy, are, and ought to be 
ſofar as reveal d) as certain Truths, as any Demon- 
þ xa in the World beſides. T fear not after St. Paul 
toſay, that matters of a Moral and Spiritual nature may 
be demonſtrated : taking Demonſtration not in the con- 
; fin'd ſignification which the School of Heathen Philoſo- 
| phy affixt to it; but in the-reality of the thing, and with 
| reſpe& to the end for which Demonſtration ſerves, viz. 
a Proof that creates a knowledge certain and indubitable ; 
and this the Spirit of Prophecy, not as revealing, but as 
confirming Revelation by Pred:#:0n,doth, Which brings 
me to the Third and chief deſign'd Particular. 
Thirdly, That of all other Teſtimonies of Jeſus, the 
_ Spirit of Prophecy is The Tefiimony. My meaning is, 
* There isno ſuch ſtanding , ſatisfactory , and demon- 
ſtrative proof of the Divinity of FE ST/ Fs Tranſutti- 
ons, Faith and Doftrine, as the Spirit of Prophecy 
IS. | | | | 
There are indeed many other Teſtimonies of Jeſus, 
better than moſt, or any other cauſe beſide his, can pro- 
duce. '* - 
" Firſt, The Teſi;»mony of Angels, both good and bad, ,... 
the good in obſequiaus attendancies upon his Birth , his nh | 
Agonies, his ReſurreQion, and Aſcenſion. The 6a, in 
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flying Fears, concluding, at leaſt ſtrongly ſuſpeRing, by | 
the #redi#ions of the Old Prophets,, who it was they 
now had to deal with in Humane Nature; even he Hoty.: 
One of God, or the Seed promiſed to break the Ser«'? 


pent's head. | 


Secondly, The Teſtimony of Men, both his Friends, and | 
Enemies. His Friends extol, adore him, die for him : " 
his Enemies of all forts confeſs him an wg Ea; 18 


Perſon, though a deceiver ; as Celſus, 7alian, Mahome 


this ſence Spurs, The Spirit of Prophecy, is (however 
tomy apprehenſion) The Tefimony. | 
Not in preference to the Others conſider'd in thems 
ſelves, bur canſider'd with reference to Mankind, who 
are to be Judgesof their Evidence ; and whoſe Judging 
faculties are more ſuſceptive of ſatisfaction from the Spire | 
rit, as a Spiritof Prophecy, or infinite Science 1n truth ;_ 
than from the ſame Spirit in any other way of Evidence : 


the reaſon of which I conceive tobe this, That the con- 


victions of the Spirit in the way af Prophecy, or in the 
diſplay of Omniſcience, is more direfly accommodate to 
humane Intelle&, our faculty of Science, than any other 
operation of the Spirit is. For the ſtrongeſt tendencies 
of Intelle& are to the Science of Truth ; and therefore 
acts of Omniſcient Truth, are more accommodate to.Hu-. 
mane underſtanding, than acts of Power, Wiſdom being, 
that it is more delighted in, than Strength, I 


the Jew, the Philoſopher, the ApoiZate, the Impeſtor, 't 
the Infidel: Mahomed is kindeſt of all the reſt. for he will' - 
allow him to be his Pew-fel/ow in Prophecy, upon con-| 
dition he may but firabove him. Nay, | (| 
Thirdly, There are more venerable Witneſſes, than! 
either Angels or Men, I mean thoſe Three in Heaven, 
and thoſe Three on Earth; where, though the Divine © 
Spirit make One in either Three, yet (which I wonder. | 
is no more obſerved and inſiſted on.) the Sp:r:7 as 'tis in, 
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If any Revelation be from God, by the foreſaid Rule 
of Natural knowledge, it ought to be accepted and ſub- 
mitted to. But whether that which pretends Revelation, 
be from God, or no 1s the only Queſtion. 

Now the Argument from Mzyacles is preſt by all, this 
of Preditzon by tew or none; but without depreciating 
the former, I muſt confeſs ever ſince I conſider'd it; the 
latter is weightier and more convidtive with me : for I 


am more fully ſatisfied, That the whole Series-of Scrip- _ 


tural-Revelation is Divine, becauſe I findall along, the 


Spirit of PreditFion interwoven ; than becauſe I read 


ſuch and ſuch Miracles done. For I find the Alcharon 
pretending Miracles, but not daring to pretend Predi- 
ion. So that of all the innate Characters of Divinity 


pretended to in any written Law, this of Pred:it#1on is 


peculiar to the Scriptures. 
This therefore is the Propoſition I ſhall infiſt up- 


0 


mind only (tor that's the CGR, but as predicting 'to 
confirm what is revealed, is primarily The Teſt;mony, 


The Reaſons I ſhall at preſent offer are theſe 


Two. 


Firſt, Becauſe this Spirit of Prophecy is that Tally 


cannot be counterfeited, but may eafily be diſcovered by 


certain Rules of tryal. 
Secondly, Becauſe all Ages are equally under its con- 


viction, which they are not as to any other Teſtimony- 


abftraQting from this ; nay, fucceeding Ages have the ad- 
vantage in this, and may rely upon it as that which gives 
credit to all the reſt, 

Firſt , Becauſe the Sp:yi7 of Prophecy is that Tally 
cannot be counterfeited , but may eaſily be difcovered ; 


and therefore God gave it to the Worlgto prevent delu- 


fon in matters of Revelation. 
| | The 


ns | 
That the Spirit of Prophecy, not as revealing God's 
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17. andelſe- 
where. 


—— 


TheAntentions of his Mercy to recover Mankind from 
the Fall, God held forth the faith and hope of, to Adam 
and all his Poſterity, in the Promiſe of a Seed thar ſhould: 
break the Serpent”'s head, 7,e. in the Goſpel ſtyle, ſhould 
defifroy the works of the Devil. 

- But leſt the ſubtil Jerperz ſhould ſet up one of his. 
own party, under the ſpecious. pretences of redeeming 
Mankind, when the conceal'd intention was to enfſave. 
them more, God did by the Spirit of Prophecy in ſeve- 
ral Ages ſo individualize that Redeemer, ſo preciſely 
foretel his Time, ' ſo notifie all his TranſaQtions , thar in 
common reaſon he might be known from all others ; and 
this want of reaſon is that our Saviour wonders at in the 
Phariſees, who ſought a $:gn of him! Te can diſcern the 


face of the s&y, but can ye not diſcern the ſigns of the 


times ? 3.e, that theſe are the Times of your expected 
Meſſiah, prehgnified by the Spirit of Prophecy 1n the! 
Old Teſtament ? and that ye need no Sign from me to: 
prove it, but the correſpondency of my time and actions 
to their Predictions. = 

That the Spirit of Prophecy had thus charaQeriz'd 


thePerſon, the Time, the Ations, and Sufferiogs of the 


Meſſiah ; that this Jeſus of Nazareth muſt needs be him 


of whom Moſes and the Prophets did write, Joh. 1. 45. 
I ſhall not go about toclear! In this I refer to the E-. 


vangeliſts, eſpecially St. Matthew, who ſtill appeals, 
* evenin Chriſt's Miracles, to what was written in the 


Prophets. - Wy 


Takiog then this for granted; I ſay, that this Spirit 


of Prophecy was that Tally could not be counterfeited, 


given therefore by God to prevent deluſion in matters: 


pretending to Revelation, and ſo 'tis emphatically, The 


Teflimony.. ; | 
. Not that alying Spirit could not pretend a D:vi#ation, 


as well as a Revelation; but. that 'zt could not predict a. 


future | 
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future contingent Event, eſpecially remote, ſoas'to ad- 
venture on the tryal of Prophecy ; and atl Heathen D:- 
vination boggled here. | Hh, 

For 'tis as infallible a Rule, 7hat none but the Divine 
Spirit can be the Spirit of Prophecy : as "tis, That remote 
future contingencies can be clearly foreſeen,and certainly 
foreteld by none, but Omniſcient Veracity, 

And therefore ſetting aſide the Works of Creation, 
which found Natural Religion; there's no eff=& that ar- 
gues an immediate Divinity for its cauſe ſoclearly, as the 
Prophetical PrediQtions do ; becauſe there are more eaſe 
and certain Rules of Tryal to diſcern which is the true 
Spirit of Prophecy, than any Divine operation afrer the 
creation of things. 


For wonderful Works may be ſaid to be the products 


of that energy, which the Creator 


at firſt enricht Nature with. and fo * 2't abſolute comcludimus, omnia que in 
P Script uris Vere narrantur contigiſſe, ea ſecus- 


« . 
a © late Off- ſpr ng of the Levi a= adumleges Nature, ut omnia neceſſario conti- 
F4 han affirms. But Prediftion 1s &ifſe. Et ſe quid reperiatur legibus Nature re- 


Selſ-evidently an immediate iſſue 


pagnare, aut ex its conſequi non potuiſſe 3 plans 
credendum id 4 Sacrilegis hominibus ſacrus 


from the Divinity,de 0U0; Which Literis adje&um effe, Tract. Theo. pol. C6.P 7 fe 


if ſo, and preſt home upon the Le- 
viathan and his Firſt-born now mentioned , will ſhew 
them other grounds for Chriſtian Faith, and Scriptures, 
than only the Authority of Gods Þ Lieutenants. 

Now the Rules to try the Spirit of Prophecy by, as I 
take it, are but theſe Two. 

Firſt, That the thing pretended to be a Revelation 


from God, (which was alwaies an Injunion or Prohi- 


bition with their annexes) had no intrinſecal Evil in it, 
or neceſſarily derivative from it, peccant againſt the 
Laws of Morality, ſettled in the firſt Creation, (7.6. a- 
gainſt Natural Religion, ora former Law reveal'd,and on 
good grounds accepted as Divine;) for God's Laws never 
contradict one another ; neither is his Wiſdom ſo ſhort» 
| = 71 ſighted 


F Leviath. cap, 


36,37» 
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ſighted as to ſet up contrary Inſtitutions of life : and 
therefore the Chriſttan Law Ydefiroys not the Moſaical, 
but compleats its imperfetions ; 1 came not to deflroy, 
Eut tofulfil, 1.e. to fill up. This is tlie primary and grand 
Rule of Tryal : To which mens non-attendance, has' at 
Jaſt d<baucht all Religion, made it a wild and-unaccount- 
able thing, and let in that Spirit of GiddineſF, that ex- 
poſes men to every wind of DotFrine. Drbht 
-The Second Rule of Tryal is this, That the Revela- 
tion pretending from God, and not peccant, as aforeſaid, 
ſhould be confirm'd with a Sign, 2.e. Predit77on fulfil d. 
Theſe two Rules brought the whole Spirir of Prophe- 
cy under trial ; let the Rab57zes, and they that 1n this ad- 
mire them, multiply never ſo many, I apprehend not 
that the Scriptures have given us any more, or that rea- 


ſon requires them. 


Only Two things are here to be obſerv'd : Firſt, That 
in whatever matter it confiſted, whether Mzxac/e,or nor ; 
ret being 4 contingency, the formality of a Sign con- 
iſted in Þrediffion fulfilPd. Secondly, That the Rule of 


 Tryal by Signs, was but Secondary, and ſubordinate to. 


Chap.18.22, 


* Ter.28.9, 
EZcK.33+33« 


that of-tryal by Natural Religion, 7.e. a former Law, 
whether that of Creation or Revelatzon aſter, confirmed 
and accepted. And all this is plain from Deut. 18, and the 
; 21h Chapters. | 
Firſt, When a Prophet ſpeaketh in the Name of the 
Lord, (7.e, pretends a Revelation,) if the thing follow 
not, nor come to paſs ; that # the thing which the Lord 
h.ath not ſpoken. The defet of Pred:#ion fulfill d 6ver- 
throws the pretences of Tnſpination, or Revelation ; 
which alloy auee whatever' the materiality of a 
Sign be, its * foxmality conſiſts in PreditFion fulfild : 
Though I allow *twas often (but not alwaies) in a mat- 
ter or work miraculous, that what Omniſcience had ſaid, 
Omnipotence might back ; and awaken the Underſtanding 
by the impreſſions on ſenſe. 5 
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Secondly, It a $7gn or Pred:fon ſhould be fulfill'd, 


to promote ldolatry, or any thing deſtructive to Natural 


Religion, or a former Divine Law' reveal'd, Thou ſhalt 


not hearten to the voice of that Prophet , for the Lord Deur.13-3,KC- 
your God proveih you. The meaning 1s, In matters of 


Inmorality, the Caſe is not to be try'd by the Rule of 
Signs, but by the primary Rule, that of a former Law, 
whether in Creation, which we call Natural Religion, or 
in ſome well-grounded former-Revelation;: as this of Mop 
ſes's was in r-ſpect of all tollowing Prophets; and ſo the 


Golgg/ in reſpect of all New light, 6c. 


r whatever has any intrinſecal Evil neceſſarily adhe- 
rent, orrepugnant to a former Law. ſurely behev'd to be 


Divine ; whatever overthrows Humanity, the natural 


Notions of Good and Evil, Truth and Falfhood ; which is 
Natural Religion, or the Law of Creation, (upon whoſe 
bottoms all Supernatural ſtands, ) let it pretend Cathol:- 
ceſme and Infallibil;ity on. the one hand, or Spiritual 
g:ftedneſs and Inſpiration onithe other, 'tis certainly, not 
Divine, but Diabolical, though Rirengthned with Signs 


and Wonders, And 'tis then men are given up to ſtrong 


deluſions to be/zeve Lies, when through pretences of In- 
ſpiration they have not recejved the. /ove of this Truth, 
but let go this grand and primary Rule of 7-yal; for 


doubtleſs, were the pretences of new.Revelations and In- 


ſpirations examin'd cloſely by this Rule, and obſerv'd 
how they overthrow Natural Religion, or the plain Ma- 
xims and Duties of Chriſtians ; it would-difcover the 
Impoſtures'of Popery, Fanaticiſm, Mahometiſm, as well 

as Gentiliſm. : TOP _ 
But what pretends to Prophetical Revelation , cor to be 
God's Will; being not peccant againſt this firſt Rule; and 
is confirm'd with I1gns, or iPreditFion fulfilPd; muſt be 
allowed to be Divine, as having the Saul of (God annext; 
and no mark lett to diſcern” the counterfeit by ; which is 
| D 2 a 
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Ifai,44.25,8c. a caſe Ommipotent and Omniſcient Truth 1s concern'd to 
look to. : 

It will perhaps be demanded, -if this beſo. How could F 
the ſeveral Ages of the World make Tryal of the Spirit | 
of 9 6 wv in its Teſtimony to Jeſas, ſeeing they liv'd 
not toſee the predicted Signs fulfilled ? 

" To which I Anſwer, They liv'd to ſee and know o- | 
ther Signs or Predictions fulfitl'd, which the ſame Spirit 
of Prophecy, in connexion to the Teſtimony of Jeſus, 
; had foretold ; and that was ſufficient. Ex,gv. 

The Deluge was ſign ſufficient to Noah and all his Po- 
Rerity till A&raham's daies: Tſaak's Birth was ſo to A- ; 
braham, the Egyptian Bondage 'and Delivery preciſely | 
toretold to Abraham ,: was fo to Jacob, and his Poſterity, | 
till Moſes and the Prophets aroſe, and then there wanted 


none till Chrii7's time, as might be eaſily ſh-w?d, 
So that in every Age God ſubmitted to Tryal that 
Spirit of Prophecy that gave Teſtimony to Jeſus, by 


ſuch Events or PrediCt1 


Y Nam que milier & validior ratio de rebus 


ralious redditur, quam cum Omnipotens ea ſa- 


cere perbubctur, & Fafturuz dicitur; que 
prenunciaſſe Ib legitur, Ubi. al;a multa pre- 
nunciatit, que Fecille monſifatur? , Aug 'de 
Cicit.h1b.21.cap.7.. ERLAT 
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where Prediion and Revelation are diſtin- 


guiſhr in the $pzyit of Prophecy; for the Re- 
velation was, v. 12 inthe things they mini- 
fired, (or the ſam? Goſpel to us and them, 
Heb. 4. 2.) the predjRion was, in teſt;fying 
, beforthand, V.11. Tegwarmesus!uys 


Paul calls it, Heb.r1. 


ons fulfill*d, as peculiarly concern'd: 
the ſight or experienc'd knowledge 


of thoſe Ages: * and from hence 
*twas reaſonable they ſhould con- 


clude, That the ſame Spirit would 


not miſcarry in its Teftimony to 
7eſas,or the Meſſiah promiſed, and 


ſo particularly dc cipher'd. And this 


was the foundation of Patriarchal 
Religion, ſo far as 'twas Superna- 
tural, z. e. of their + Faith, a: St. 


From all which I hope I may 
conclude, that the Spirit of Pro- 


phecy in this ſence, is T HE Teſt;- 


mony of Jeſus, as being that Tally could not be counter- 


frited (like the Roman Ancile by Mamurrins) withour 


diſco- 


” 
" 
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diſcovery by the caſie Rules of Tryal : whereas to me all 
the other Teſtimonies without this ſeem liable to it. -- 
And I amperſwaded my treedom in ſaying ſo will not 
be eſteemed impious by him, that conſiders St. Peter has 
ſaid as much before me ,, who recognizing the Father's 
Voice, which he himſelf heard on the Holy Mountain, 
yet immediately ſubjoyns, We have alſo a more ſare word 
of Prophecy; 1.e, more ſure than a Voice from Heaven. 
For the queſtion is not, which is ſurer initſelf 5 the Fa- 
ther's Voice on Mount Tabor, or the Spirits of Prophecy 
in the Scriprare ? but, which is ſurer untous in the way 
of our diſcerning ? The one I conceive cannot be coun- 
terfeited without diſcovery, but may not the other ? for 
a Voice in the Air from a good. Angel has been heard, 
why then not from a bad one? We have no Rules of 
Tryal, that I know of, for the one; as I have ſhew'd 
we have for the other; therefore that other is ſarer to 


as. 
- And toevidence this further, *tis obſervable, That the 


2 Pet. 1.18.18, 


Father witneſſing refers to the Son ; hear him : and the war.17.e, 
Son witneſſing refers to the Spirit of Prophecy ; Search Joh.$.39- 


the Script UYCS, Extival tiov at wapTupeous met ELLE, They are they 
that teſtifie of me; which isas much as I affirm from the 
5 weprvgia 1n the Text, the Spirit of Prophecy is eminently 
The Teſtimony. | 

So that of the Three that;bear record in Heaven ; to 
Ts, the Spirit of Prophecy 1s the Teſt of the others, as 
being that which cannot be counterfeited, bur may be dil- 
covered by the eafie Rules of Tryal. 

. And as for thoſe Three on Earth, the Spirit, the Water, 
and the Blood, 1, e. as they are generally interpreted, 
Chriſt's Miracles wrought by the Jp:iriz of Power ; h.s 
Holineſs and Purity denoted by the Water ; and his Con- 
ſtancy to death imply'd by the Blood: It may well be 
ſcrupled, whether they may not all be fo far _ - 

| that 
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that without other Conſiderations, they may not alwaies. : 


by us be diſcerned, whether they atrelſt a Divine Reve- 


lation, or Impoſture. LIST (5-3-1 | 

For Firſt, Holineſs and Purity is *a garb Hypocrites 
may put on ſo artificially,that it may not be 1n our power 
to detect 1t. | : | 

Secondly, Conftancy to death, is but what a ſtrong de- 
luſion may animate a man to; if it be but of the right 
Roman temper, and Jeſuztical mettal ; which the In- 
ſtances of our Age ſurely have evincd, 
Thirdly, The Spirit of Power, i.e. Miracles, though 
I granta divine Teſtimony in itfelf, yet may not alwaies ' 
be ſoto-us: becauſe not ſubjected to ſuch eaſte Rules of 
Tryal, as the Spir:t of Prophecy is. For how far ſenſible: 


Nature' may be under the power of Art, or the Agency 


of evil Spirits; who is ſo skilful as todetermine,the moſt _ 
that may be, and the leaſt that 15? Sothata Beholder 
may be at a loſs,betwixt a true Miracle, and a lying Won- 


der, and not know who to believe, Moſes, or the Mag:- 


cians, till one Party quits rhe field, and confeſs the Finger 
of God. : 

\.T am ſenſible, the Common Opinion preſſes me moſt 
with this ObjeRtion, as it my Doctrine evacuated the 
conviction of our Saviour's Miracles, and patroniz'd the. 
Fews Infidelity, in not believing for the Works ſake. 

-_ as has been obſerv'd by a Judicious Man, this is a 
miſtake,for the Fews had a certain Rule of Tryal,where- - 


_ by todiſcern that the Works of Jeſus were wrought in: 


God, and not in Bee/Sebus; and that Rate was no other: 
than the Spirit of Prophecy , which (like the Light) as | 
it Self-evidently manifeſts its own Divinity ; ſo by its Il- 
luſtration-it manifeſts other things : which Spiriz of Pro- 
phecy in the Old Teſtament (thoſe Oracles committed to _ 
the Fews)-had foretold that the Meſa, fo bora, fo 
qualified, ſo circumſtantiated as Zeſ#s , and none other: - 
ever 
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ever was, ſhould do theſe particular Works of wonder. 


So that the Miracles of Chriſt were ro them truly Jzgns, 
and therefore convictive ; not ſolely becauſe Divine ope- 
rations, (for that was the queſtion, but becauſe they 
were Contingencies determinately foretold. 

And this is plain from our Saviour's Anſwer to the 


Phariſees , requiring a,Sign, Matt. 16. 3. Can ye not” 


diſcern ihe ſens of the times? or as St, Luke, Thu time, 
Chap. 1. 56, where in St. Luke Chriſt adds, as awa- 
kening their Common reaſon ; Tea, why do you not of 


your ſelves judge what is right ? which argues that they 


had.a Rule to judge by, z. e. why do ye not of your 
felves, without my granting your "quart of a Jipn; 
judge out of the Prophets that 1 am the Meſſiah ? The 
works that I do in my Fathers Name- bear witneſs. of 
me, 7.e, who I am. Why, how? the Anſwer Chr:ft 
made to John the Baptift Diſciples, Matt. 11. 4. reſolves 
it, Gozell John what ye fee and hear, the blind ſee, the 
lame walk, Wc. i.e; Go tell him 
that T1/ai24's Prophecy you ſee is 
tulfiled by me, 1/az.35.6; and 61.1. 
and then let him and you confider, 
who I am. Where Chriſt to that 


ALL chris Miracle; were Signs to the 
7ews, becauſe preſignifizd by the Prophets 
whom the 7ews believed; and in the Oeco- 
nomy of Grace, the Meſſiah was therefore 
fent to that People firſt, who had the Re- 


John 5.36. 


grend Queſtion, which was the 
Phariſees as well as John's, in an- 
ſwer produceth the Teſizmony of 
the Spirit of Prophecy ; and here- 
by he proved his works to be Di- 
vine, or that he was ſent by the 
Father, as he himſelf ſpeaks; and 


then I aflow moſt unqueſtionable and demonſtrative 
And why was not this that which aggran- 
diz'd their Sin into 6/aſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
Mait.12,? that they wilfully withſtood the Convidtions, 
not only of the Spirit of Power, but of Prophecy too, 


Convictions: 


cords of the Spirit of Prophecy; I am not 
ſent but to the loſt (heep of the Houſe of Iſrael © | 
Why? Mankind had as much intereſt in_ 
him as they; bur the moſt ſatisfaftory , 
convitive way of propagating his Faith | 
to Mankind, was from them; which is the. 
reaſon it was to be preach'd to all Nation, 
Beginning from Jeruſalem, Luke 2445+ 


of 
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ever they were ot: the former. 


Jeſus had preſt the Jews with the 7wo firſt Witneſles in 
Heaven, v:z.the Futher*s Voice and the Son's Miractes. 
Joh.5.36,37. he finally lates the ſtreſs of his Convictions 
on the. Writings of the Prophets; Had ye believed Mo- 
ſes, ye would have believed me, for he wrote of me, 1.e. 
the grand W.tneſs I appeal to at the bar of mens Judg- 
ment, is the Spirit of Prophecy in the wriizen Records, 
v.39, Search the Scriptures : andall this to prove what Chriſt _ 
| had faid, v. 30. that the Father ſent him. Where, after 


_ Joh. 5-46, 


the Spirit of Prophecy ; But if ye believe not his wri- 
tings, how ſhall ye believe my woras : where Jeſus him- 
ſelt plainly acknowledgeth , That in humane Judgment. 
the teſt both of his Words and Works, and all his Pre» 
tenſions of Divine miſſion (mentioned v. 30, Sc.) was 
the Spirit of Prophecy as predicting. 

So that I ſee not but we may conclude. without any 
derogation, That Chriſt's Miracles receiv'd the force of 
their conviction from the Spirzr of Prophecy, not of 


as Chriſt's Miracles were determinately foretol/4 by Mo- 
ſes and the Prophets, ſo the Apoſtles Miracles were by , 


all the Old Teſtament ; the Apoſtles, Mark 16.17. Theſe 
Signs ſhall follow them ; and elſewhere. | Tb 
._ _ Andthis was the Goſpels Confirmation , God bearing 
He.2-3,4 hem witneſs both with Signs and Wonders, and divers 
| Miracles,and ift S of the Holy Ghoſt : The firſt of SJ7gns, 


the ſecond of Miracles, awakening the Senſes (and there- 
by the Underſtanding) to conſider that Convidtion., as 
the force of Omnipotrence moſt effetually in this dull 


ſtate. 
\ 


of which latter, they were ſuch competent Judges, what- : 


Nay, 'tis further obſervable in this matter; that after 


all the other Teſtimonies produc'd, he finally relies upon 


Power only : and ſo the Apoſtles Miracles did too ; for 


Chriſt. Both were Signs, z. e. foretold Chriſt's Works in 


convictivezas being the Teſtimony of Omniſcient Verity; 


” 
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ſtate can: the laſt, of Gsfts, as qualifying the Goſpels 
Miniſters to ſo difficult an employment. - IH + 

Laſtly, After all their Miracles, both Jeſus ,” and his 
Apoliles back their Doqrine with this Teſtimony of the 
Spirit of Prophecy, and hang the weight of their -Con- 
victions thereon ; The # that which was ſpoken, or thus 
it « written, throughout all the New Teſtament. And 
I think 'tis moſt remarkable, That after all poſſible ſatiſ- 
faction given to their Senſes, Chriſt proves the truth of 
his Reſurref/on from this Teſtimony ; and *tis ſpoken 
they might underſland the Scriptures (1.6. he explain'd 
the Scriptures intelligibly to them, ) and ſaid unto them, 
Thus it t written, 9c. 

From all which conſider'd I may conclude this firſt 
Reaſon, why the IJpir:t of. Prophecy is The Teſtimony, 
becauſe 'twas that Tally could not be counterfeited , 
(given therefore to prevent deluſions) for the Rules of 
Tryal were cafie and certain :. and no Divination could 
bear the teſt, but what had the Spir:t of God its Author, 
or elſe deſerv'd not the name of Prophecy. ST; 

Secondly , 'Tis The Teſtimony, becauſe all Ages are , 
under its conviction equally.,, more than-they are of an 
others, abſtracting from this, And my reaſon is, becauſe 
this Teſtimony is permanent, and the reſt, without this, 
are tranſient ; though this adjoyned makes even them 
permanent too. Ex.gr. _—_ 

1. The Father's Voice ( as I remember ) was only 
heard at the Baptiſm, and -Fransfiguration -of  7e- 
Ws. | | 
# 2, The Word incarnate was perſonally preſent, only in 
the Daies of AugniFus and Tiberius. EIT ITT 

2. The Holy Ghoſt's Vi//ble defcent was but once at 
Jordan, and once at Jeruſalem, the Day of Pentecoſt. 
And theſe (as generally interpreted) are the Three 77 

7 E Heaven. 


ſienanter. Then Foxy he their underftandings , that 


Luk.24-45,46s 


Heaven. $0 likewiſe for the: other Three on Earth. 
1. Holineſs or - Moral goodneſs is the pretence' of 
every Philoſopher, ai ſtanding: and laudable Teſtimony 
I: confeſs; and therefore the '(grand' defign -of Zeſus was: 
toreſtore' it effeQually,. which he did" by. Supernatural: ' 
- helps, whereas others eflay'd it: by the ſtrength of Na- 
ture alone, which after the Fal/- was impoſſible : ſothat- 
though Jeſus: inthis ſurpaſt all Mankind, yet ſome Ri- 
vals have been-ſet up againſthim , as Fpollonius by Hie- 
roctes. : | Is: 3K 
with 2. Tobe a Martyr for a'Lie, when a man believes it; . 
2 Theſ2.11. (as the' Apoſtle tells us, ſome baP,) is neither unuſual, nor: 
unreaſonable. -__ | | ws 
3. The Age of Miracles (excepting, the wiſdom and 
condu@Q of Providence, which is not regarded) is worn 
out, for all the Legendary Impoſtures' of that Church 
i that ſtifl-pretends them. - ' - A 
But that which ſtrengthens all the reſt by its con- 
nexion with them, Zhe Teftimony of the Spirit of Pro- . 
phecy,s ands like a fixed Star, to give light toevery hour 
> Pet.r.rs, Of time ; call'd therefore The gore ſure Word, and the 
r Pet.1-25 Word 'of God which abideth for ever ,, to which we do 
\ 2655-0 welt, if we give heed... My.meaning's, HED | 
The Old and' New Teftaments are flanding Witneſſes 
to our Faith in Jeſus, all Ages may conſult theſe Ree | 
cords, and find the Teſtimony of the Spirit of Pro- 
phecy ſo interwoven in every part, that it certainly 
evidenceth their Divinity and Truth, 22 ogy 
- Can any other Writing be produced , that durſt at- 
tempt to foretel ſuch things, and at ſuch a diſtance, .to_ 
confirm any other pretended Revelation, or Inſtitution 
contradictory to this? or doth not every Event 1a theſe 
anſwerits prediction? Ex.gr. 
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.a *.ſtanding Sign-to all Ages of. 
'the World ſince the Goſpels: pro- 
mulgation, anda permarent Rule 
of Tryal laid before all confidera- 
tive men, - that both. Teſtaments 
which foretold:it, proceeded from 
the unerring Spirit of Omn{ſci- 
ences - Or was there ever any pa- 
Fallel Caſe to theirs ? to continue ſo 
| many hundred.years without any 
| Ty of National Governtnent, and 
yet not tobe loſt in: the crowd of 
the Nations where ſo many »muta- 
tions have happen'd, nor at all 
(like the Ten Tribes) twallow'd up 


LB i end oe Ot ES rn; 


Is not the diſfpetſt -condition of the Zewz/h Nation, 


* On thoſe words, Pſal. 59. 11. Slay them 
not, leſt my People forget. Scatter them by thy - 
power, St. Auſtin applying Them to the Jews, 
has this excellent remark, Ne ob/jti legem 
Dez, ad hoc de quo agimus teſtimonium, nibil 
walerent, quoniam ſi cum teſtimonio ſcriptura= - 
ruw in ſua tantummoda terragnon ubique efſent 3 » 
profetio. Eccleſia que ubique et, eos, Proputtia- 
rum qite ae Criſt Pramiſſe ſunt, teſtes in ome 
nibus gentibus non haberet. De Civit. lib. 18. 
cap. 46. And then concludes, 14:0 n#h13l «jt 
firmins ad convincendos quoſlibet alienos, (i de 
bac re contenderint : noſtrojque ſulciendos, fi 
reae fapuerint, iquan ut Divina preditia de 
Chriſto, ea Profernter, que 3n Judzorum [cri- 
pta ſunt Coa3tibus, Quibus avulſis de ſedibu3 


proptiis, &' pfopter hoc Teſtimonium toro 


Orbe diſperlis, Chr;3 uſquequaque crevit Ecv 


. clefia. Ibid.cap.47. 


in their Diſperſions as wide as the Univerſe. 
I muſt not inſiſt upon other permanent Signs confirm- 


ing.the Scriptural Revelation, as the Caſe of :the Four - 


Monarchies, the:Conver/ion of. the Gentiles, and many 
more foretold.in the Old and New Teſtament, whicj1 our 
Age and others-may ſee fulfilled, and therefore are under 
the conviction of this Teſ{zmony equally, 

I mean, We of this, and every Age, -are: under the 
Convictions of that Revelation which the Spirit of Pro- 
phecy has atteſted in the Scrsptures, (and therefore, be- 
cauſe it has ſo atteſted ;) 'as much as thoſe who liv'd in 
the dates of the. Prophets, or in the Age of Miracles ; 
for elſe I ſee not how Abraham's anſwer to Dives is 
good; nay certainly, Poſterity is better enabled to judge 
of Prophecy, than .the Age in which it firſt appear'd, 
And this, after the Canon of Scripture ſhut up, and uni- 
verſally.receiv'd, renders all New light, and. extraordi- 
nary Inſpiration, :not only ſuſpected, but perteatly need- 


leſs. 
E 2 | The 
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The deſign of my Diſcourſe is chiefly this, to ſhew, 
That the Spirit of Prophecy thus explain'd, which fo 
apparently runs parallel to the whole lines of Scy;/prural 
Revelation, doth moſt rationally convince us, and all A- 
ges, of the Divine Truth of that Revelation. 

And if fo, we gain two Points, not only of great ad- 
vantage alwaies, but moſt needful at this day ; when 
Chriſtian Religion, is either look'd out of countenance 
by Aiheiſmand Scepticiſm; or looks itſelf we know not 
whither, by the diſtortions of Popery and Phanati- 
ciſm. "| 
Nie Firſt Point we gain is, To confirm our Chriſt; an; 
Faith in general upon . moſt rational. and accountable 
grounds, that it may endure the concuſſions and mutatt- 
ons of the World. "Re | 

The Second iis, To confirm the Divine Authority of 
the Scriptures in particular , as our Sure Rule both of 
Faith and Duty, for if we confeſs (as cannot bedeny'd, 
_ till ſome other be produc'd as able) that the Dzvine 
Spirit was Author of the Predictions in Scripture ; what 
reaſon can we. have ;againſt the Inſtitution of life Re- 
veald? It being in all mens allowance unreaſonably 
unjuſt, To allow the Teſtimony of the Record in qne part 
that it declares, and not in another ; unleſs we can, better 
tian by bold' affirming , prove it in that part cor- 
rupted. 0 BER: 

To draw theſe Points out to the greater advantages, 
Ict me reflect upon this Diſcourſe, and infer Three things. 

Firſt, That the great deſign of our Merciful Creator in 
giving this Teſtimony, is mens conviRion in order to the 
Faith, .e, the Obedzence of Jeſus. For in its moſt plen- - 
tiful effuſion, and powerful operation, this was its firſt 
grand end, iaizte, 1t ſball convince the World, John 16,18. 
which, when it has done, the Revelation itſelf becomes 
the undoubted Rule, as to Bclievers; but they who dif- 

believe 
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believethe whole Revelation, are principally tobe:con- 
vinc'd by this Teſtimony ; -which' 1 have- aſſerted to: be 
moſt demonſtrative and fatisfatory ; and ſuch ſurely 
our Saviour thought it himſelf. 7 have told you before, 


that when its come to paſs ye may believe, Joh.13.19. and 


16.4- a} 12 

Whether then the Unbelievers', who pretend to a 
Primogeniture in Wit and Reaſon, having this convidti- 
on offer'd them under all the advantages of Preditti- 
ons fulfill d, more than the Seribes and Phariſees had; 
as the Aiheiſts and Srepticks of our Age; may not by 
aſcribing all to a cheat, /i# againſt the Holy Ghof?, as 
well as they in Matt. 12. 1s a queſtion- I will not abſo- 


 lJutely determine in the affirmative; but ought not me- 


thinks to be carried in the negative fo dogmatically, as 
by the Authors of our Age it has; who (led, TI believe, 
by their own native tenderneſs and benignity) have con- 
cluded, there's no Meridian for that Sin to appear in, now 
the Age of Miracles is paſt. 


Halts, & ts 


To confirm the Faith of Jeſus, the: Spirit both of 


Power and Prophecy was given Believers, as the Pro- 
phets and Jeſus foretold : and the manifeſt effects of this 
remain unto this day as foreto1d, in the Converſion of the 
Gentiles; nay, all Events by 7eſus, the Prophetical 
Writings and Apoſtolical, foreto/d, anſwer their Predi- 
&tions, (to inſtance in the caſe of the Jewiſh Nation ;) 
Therefore not only Zeſ#s and his Apoſiles had the Spirrs 
of Prophecy, but the Revelation or DoQtine by them 
preach'd is confirm'd by.it to be Divine, and that: as cer- 
tainly as the Divine Spirit can demonFrate. St.Paut 
ſaies, it d:d demonſtrate, and I think it can, as effectu- 
ally as any Mathematician in the Univerſe ; whence I 
conclude, *tis no defect in the Argument , but Brutality 
in the recipient obſtruds its force. 

| : "Secondly, 


Wy 
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- Secondly, -I-.infer, That ſeeing -the deſign of this Te- 
flimony was, and /is, man's 'Conyiction 1n-order' to the 
Faith of Jeſus, there 4s ſomething 1n man :capable of 
Conviction, even before he can be ſaid to be 'con- 
verted. _ EIS 2 TRY | 

Thirdly , Nothing in Man being capable of Divine 
conviction, but the faculty of Reaſon , I infer, Thar the 

Faith of Jeſus is, and ought to be a Rational Faith. 
For the declining this Propoſition has encourag'd men of 
Parts,.and- lovers of Pleaſures, 'to decline Chriſt;anity ; 


vertitintoan Enthuſiaſtick and Phantaſtical thing. 
Andto give' this account for the Myfteries of Faith, 
that the Prime Verity has affirm'd them , as 'tis- all-we 
can. without vanity give in this ſtate: ſo, if conſider'd, 
- -- *tisas good and rational as:of any other knowledge we. 
| 46 7428, Pretend to;for 'tis demonſtrable, thatithe laſt reſolution of 
| Je gs our Knowledge, of all other things, muſtupon atthrough 
and 24,25,8c. ſcrutiny be into the F:r/? Cauſe. 

Many more than the Lev:athan, think the want of 
Mz:ractes mitigates the Crime of Infidelity, which to me 
ſeemsbut Dzves's vain opinion , for if men will not" be- 
lieve the Teſtimony of the S7:r:7 of Prophecy , neither 
will they believe Miracles, as'being a Conviction that's 
eaſier ſhifted, than this 'which confedered is more argu- 
mentative; becauſe-Reaſon may with ſome colour ſcru-- 
ple the one, as the'Fews did, than they can the other, for 
the proof -of which I refer to John 5:49. TEE 

For I can never conceive' that Miracles are of any 
ſignification, but as they addreſs to Reaſon to give it ſa- 
tisfatzon,-7,e. as they: prove the atteſtation of the D;- 
vinity, and argue the Commititon to 'be from God, be- 
cauſe: his! Seal is toit. For, 'to think that Miracles are 
terminated in the ſenſes, or defigns any further upon 
them, than only to Excite ihe Inteljef to a Judictous con- 

| cluſton, 


or:men of -weak:Reaſon and ſ{trong Imagination, to con- 
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a-Beaſt by. a Demonſtrat ion. FR 
Neither is the proper Mathematical Demonſtration, 


in Scheme of any figmitication,, as'tis terminated in fight. 


' cluſion, is to think that ſomething may be wrought upon 


a 


alone; for then the Elephant, that was taught to. draw pl;ry,Nat.hift 
the Greek Alphabet, might have been taught: as well-to 11b-8.cap-3. 
demonſirate ; but as thereby it:helps to preſent convidtive. 


Truth to Reaſon ; ſo that whatever convinceth'Reaſon 
ſatisiaCtorily, attains the end of Demonſtration. | 
Now all Dive Revelation, though: uſher'd in by 


ſenſe, (for the ſiupidity's ſake of. our.dull, Underſtanding, 
which otherwates will hardly be awaken'd;) yet ever” 


made its-application to Reaſon;- therefore faics the Pro- 


phet, Shew your ſelves men, with reference to this very 11.46.8,9,10 
Argument of Prediion, Why do ye not of your ſelves 1... 


Judge what is right, ſaies Jelus, Pray that we may be 
delivered from unreaſonable men, for all men havenot 


Faith, ſaies-the Apoſtle, | 

Neither is this Pel/agzanizing at all; I acknowledge 
the neceſſity of God's Supernatural Grace,and that Faith 
1s his gilt : 'tis poſſible it: may berrezected.,. but'the:Argu- 
ments that induce to.it are moſtcogent ; becauſe of God's 
making, not our own 5 what: we: do, is' but to ſhew our 
ſelves men, z.e.: to exert the Faculties with which he en- 
du'd us in the firſt Inſtitution of our Nature, and with 


. which he is ever ready to concur by.his Grace. 


So: then whatever convinces — moſt, confirms 
Faith beſt, and Faith being ſo confirm'd, is the higheſt 
Reaſon in the World ; for becauſe its /ight' and diſcove- 
veries proceed (as my Reaſon tells me) from a more un- 


erring Iytelef than mine own,'tis moſt reaſonable,that it 


ſhould ſuperſede all the oppo/ir ats of my own Mind,and 
leaves me no Inquiry, but whether the Spirit of God has 
ſaid ſo, or no ; which ſufficiently diſcountenances all 


Socinianiſm. For it will not follow by any Rule of 


Reaſon, 


2 Theſl.3.2, 


x __ . 
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 Reafor, That things are therefore true, or falſe, becauſe 
I can, or cannot comprehend.them, (this were for- our 
Reaſon to make itſelf God, ) but becauſe they-are, or are 

not. atteſted by the Prime Verity; how far foeyer they 
\may-exceed the 14za7 comprehenſions of our own finite 
"Faculties ; as the diſcoveries of Izfinity neceſſarily mult 

do, and in theſe all Chriſtian Myſteries conſiſt _. 

So that Faith without Reaſon is fancy, as Reaſon op- 
poſing Faith is phreazy. For all the Myſteries which 
Goſpel Chriſtianity has made neceſſary, this is good and 
ſufficient Reaſon, God has plainly reveaPd them, and + 
\ other matters /beſfide Myſteries, are evidently true from 
their congruity: with our 'own -reaſonable minds ;- as the 
excellency and goodneſs of its Precepts, and the nobleneſs 
of its End. And now, if upon theſe grounds we have 
that due honour for our Chriſtian Faith to aſſert. it Rea- 
ſonable as well as Holy; then 'twill follow, That no man 
of Parts, that's willing to confider (and Demonſtrati- 
ons ſignifie nothing elſe) the Teſtzmony of Feſus, is Ir- 
religious ; but he that is Irrational. - 7 

. For no Intereſt oppoſit to that of Feſus can: produce 
this Teſtimony, unleſs it be toits own overthrow. - And 
therefore the grand Intereſts oppoſit or deſtructive to 
thoſe of Jeſus, will alwaies diſſemble and pretend this 
Teſtimony ; . Thou. art Peter, upon this Rock will 1 
build; To thee'T give the Keys, feed my ſbeep ; ſo the 
Papal on one hand : or onthe other hand aha hin 
truth they are coincident,) They ſhall be all tanght of 
God, and that's Infallible 5 fo the Znihu/caft. 

My meaning is, That which endangers true Chriſtia- 
nity, is ſome Evil within its own Profeſſion or Pale, And 
though there be a numerous brood of Offenders herein ; 
yet thereare Three who mainly threaten that Rel:gion 
amonelt our ſelves, which God's wonderful Providence 
has-preſery'd ſo long ; and we ſeem ſolicitous that op 

| might 
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might be longer ; and they are,in my apprehenſion, theſe 
Three, the Atheiſts, the Papifts, and the vicrous Pro- 
teftant, i.e. the T/nbelievers, the I-bebevers; and the 

1l-livers, allowing Vice its due latitude, MS 
. .- And theſe Three ſerve the mutual deſigns of one' ano- 
ther, though as 'tis very ſubtil, 7 gets the laſt ad- 


vantage ; for Vice begets Atheiſm, and Atheiſm at 
length devolves to Popery : for Hl-hvers,'tis their intereſt 
to be Unbelievers, and: rhey that:through the vice of 
| Opinions and'Sedts have been 2lwares unſtable, are very 
near the brink of this Precipice ; ſo Vice begets Atherſm. 
Bur becauſe to outftrip the Devil and not believe at all, 
is impoſſible-long to continue, and Re/zg/on in general is 
fo planted in Nature, thatit will recur and keepthe field ; 
therefore the moſt corrupt Relig:ron in ſpecial}, is fitteſt 
at laſt to be choſen ; and ſo M1herſmr devolves to Popery, 
| and ſends ſfomany Newgate-Converts to Tyburne, as that 
___ party boaſtsof, + + 2718 
- . Bux Convidtion without bitterneſs is all tlie'Aþplca- 
tion I ſhall tender from this difcourſe', and that particu» 
larly to the Three aboveſaid. 

Firſt; To £hezſm thus. If. the Seriptural Revelation, 
which is the Chriſtian Inſtitution be not to be believ'd;no- 
r:ing'in the WorkÞ193 for he that conſiders it 4s becomes 
z reaſonableman, and'yctdisbelieves it, recjeds the Teſtt- 
mony: of tho Prime Verity, as I prov'd before : And ſet 
this aſide; lev the fhe7/Fprove lus Senſes, or any thing 
in the: Warld true'if he can; POO O40 3 08 

Secondly, To Popery -(which'is that part'of pretended 
Chriſtianity which 5 peculiar to' them: of! the'prefent 


Roman Communion andinone elſe.) | 
[- apply the Conviction of this difcourſe thus: 
Vizzt if” any Religion ſocallPd, overthrow the 'founda- 
tions: 6f Natural Religion ; as by introducing Tdolatry, 
and'fubverting: the ——— of Goodand = C 
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then, by the grand Rule of trying Spirits, *tis molt infal- 
- libly an Impoſture. To make good which Charge againſt 


Poppryin each particular: Dodrine or Praftice by that 


_Ciurch eſpouſeg, as T 'may not-now eflay :; . So I think 
*tis ſuſficient to conſider the many bloody Plots it has 
hatchr to' promote it ſeit, 'and' ra weigh the whole Do- 
Arine: of the Feſuits Caſurſtica? Druinity ; tor never 


did\ any. pretended Relzgion: fo boldly and palpably_ 


refix: the common gng natural ſentiments of Good and 


Ev1], as that has done: ---Ang God grantthat no Profefiion 


amonglt our ſelves by thirſting after New light and In- 
- ſpiration, pretending to differ from them, may yet ſym- 
bolize with, ther» inthis particular. 1 + 

- | Laſtly,;To the-vicious Proteſtant, or Member (as he 
calls himſelf of the Church Reform d- the Conviction 
applies itſelf; for fuch an one ſtands ſelf-condemn'd ; a 
good Believer (as he thinks kimſelf ) and a bad Liver, 
being one of the greateſt abſurdities in the World ; and 


may not-this' be fear'd. as 'much.'as Popery? for that 


makes, but/Men,. this makes God our Enemy. 


We talk much at this day of uniting different Parties | 


joyntly diſelaiming Popery, and God'grant it may ſuc- 
ceed to. ggod. effect; but if it be an Union in,matters of 


Fajthor Religion, I, hope they'l let us of the Church of 


England,by Law eſtabliſht , know what Fazth they are 
of, 'as they know ours: For methinks all, or moſt Diffe- 
rences in the World might be reconcil'd but one, and 
that's the difference between Good and Evil; and this 
1nd, 945 eregns''y irreconcileable. | | 

Ihe, beſt, method then of Uniting us who. pretend to 
the Reform'd Religion, is to carry on that part of it 
which is moſt needtul; not to Reform the Church , but 
the. Members of .it, .e, the Evils we are guilty of againſt 
Cele of -it :. and this is more in Our power than our 


yernours,. cHe-I .would not mention it ;- but then; wn 


UM 
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I ſaid before, Evi] and Vice muſt have its due latitude, 
which takes in giddy and Enthuſiaſtick Opinions, as well 
as ſenſual and ſinful practices: for there is a Filibineſs » cor.y.r. 
of the Spirit as well as of the eſb; I mean, ungovern- 
able Spiritual Pride and IntelleQtual Debaucheries, as well 
as Senſual. 

And would all forts of People joyntly diſclaiming Po- 
pery, ſet themſelves ſincerely and humbly about this great 
work of Reformation ; it would certainly diſpoſe their 
hearts to the Union-of Charity and good + Aﬀettion ; 
though it might not in every particular mould their heads 
into an Unity of Not:oz: And without this Unity in 
good Aﬀettion, *tis ſirange, if a Church or Kingdom ſo 
divided ſhould ſtand. 7 E. fo 

In a word, That our Faith in Jeſus might be Rational . 
and laſking, I have preſt the beſt Argument of Jati/- 
fattion and Convittion I know. That it may work by 
Love, and the T/nity of Chriflian Afﬀettion, ſhall be my 
Prayer, and ougttt to be all our Endeavours , 7:J we all eph.q.13- 
come inthe unity of the Faith, and of the knowledge of © 
the Son of God unto a perfett man, ueto the meaſure of 
the ftature of the fulneſs of Chriſt. | 


Which God of hs infinite mercy grant , by direfting 
and ſucceeding theſe and all the Miniſleries of hu 
"> 4 0g through the continual Bleſſings of hs 

oly Spirit, for the ſake Fl Joe our Lord; To 
whom, with the Father and the Divine Spirit, be 
Praiſe, and Honour, and Glory eternal. Amen. _ 
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